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(A Study on Integrated Farming Systems of Rainfed Farmers in

Nakhon Ratchasima Province)
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study the status and problems concerning
commercial integrated farming systems in the rain-fed areas of Nakhon Ratchasima
province and to find the means to solve the problems and to provide recommendation
for appropriate patterns of commercial integrated farming systems for farmers in the
rain-fed areas of Nakhon Ratchasima province and other provinces that have the same
conditions . Semi-Structured Interview technique was used to collect data in this
research. '

Data from 18 cases in 6 districts and 1 sub-district of Nakhon Ratchasima
province show that farmers started to practice commercial integrated farming either on
their own or by government agencies' initiative. The majority of.the integration found
were crop-crop integration and crop-animal integration. Rain water is the main source
of water of these farmers. Most farmers dug small reservoir to collect rain water for
used in dry season, help in water management, and to raise fish. The capital used in
digging reservoirs was either from farmers' own money or from several government's
aid projects. Moreover, in some areas water from natural canals and deep wells was also
used.

The major crops grown in commercial integrated farming were such as rice, field
crops, vegetables and fruit crops. However, in some areas where water is scarce several
kinds of fruit crops can not be grown. Raising fishes in the small reservoir was found in
most cases of integration. Other animals raised are beef cattle, dairy cattle, pigs, native
chickens, ducks, Muskovy ducks, and geese. Almost all of the farmers use only
household labor. Farmers in certain areas bring back the "long kaeg" custom of labor
sharing in agricultural activities. Most of the farmers sell their products locally. Some of
the farmers further process their products in order to increase the value and the ease of
selling. Those farmers who are keen in trading bring their products to sell in the distant
markets.

Commercial integrated farming is a very low distribution activity in the rain-fed
areas of Nakhon Ratchasima province. The number of farmers who practice commercial
integrated farming is far lower than that of farmers in the same areas who do not
practice. Moreover, the effort of several government agencies in order to extend the
integrated farming in many areas has not been successful.






