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CHEMICAL COMPOSITION INVESTIGATION OF THE
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ABSTRACT

The leaves of Clinacanthus nutans Lindau bave long been traditionally used in
Thailand as an anti-inflammatory drug for the treatment of insect bites, herpes infection and
allergic responses. The crude chloroform extract was separatedﬁby tolumn chromatography and
further purified by preparative thin-layer chromatography to give six pure compounds. Structure
clucidation of the isolated compounds was carried out 011.“the basis of spectral analysis, including
DEPT, COSY, NOESY, HMQC and HMBC. Five of these were identified as novel compounds
related to chlorophyll a and chlorophyll b; they are 13*-hydroxy-(13’-S)-chlorophyll b, 13>
hydroxy—(l32—R)-phaeophytin b, 132-hydroxy-(132—S)-phaeophytin b, purpurin 18 phytyl ester,
phacophorbide a. The other was stigmasteryl-3-O-B—D-glucopyranoside, Which was not

previously reported in this species.
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