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        The present investigation aims to investigate threefold: 1) to examine and 

describe types of vocabulary learning strategies which Rajabhat University students 

reported employing in order to deal with their vocabulary learning; 2) to explore 

patterns of variations in frequency of students’ reported strategy use according to 

gender (male and female), major field of study (English, science-oriented, and non 

science-oriented), previous language learning experience (more and less), type of 

academic programme of study (regular and part-time), and level of vocabulary 

proficiency (high, medium, and low); and 3) to investigate the relationships between 

frequency of students’ reported strategy use and the five independent variables. The 

research subjects under the present investigation were 1,481 undergraduate students 

studying at 12 Rajabhat Universities in academic year 2006, obtained through the 

multi-stage sampling. Semi-structured interviews and a strategy questionnaire were 

used as the main methods for data collection. The Alpha Coefficient (α) or Cronbach 

alpha was used to check the internal consistency of the researcher-constructed 

strategy questionnaire, and the reliability of the questionnaire was .94. The statistical 

methods used in order to help interpret the data for the present investigation include 
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mean of frequency (x ), standard deviation (S.D.), percentage, an analysis of variance 

(ANOVA), the chi-square (χ2) tests, and a factor analysis.  

 The findings reveal that three main vocabulary categories: the discovery of the 

meaning of new vocabulary items (DMV), the retention of the knowledge of newly-

learned vocabulary items (RKV), and the expansion of the knowledge of vocabulary 

(EKV), were discovered and examined. Rajabhat University students, on a whole, 

reported medium frequency of strategy use for their vocabulary learning. The findings 

also reveal that frequency of students’ overall reported use of strategies varied 

significantly according to the examined variables. The factor analysis results show 

that seven factors were found strongly related to four examined variables, including 

gender of the students, major field of study, previous language learning experience 

and level of vocabulary proficiency. No factors were found to be related to type of 

academic programme of study.  
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