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STUDENTS’ BELIEFS/TEACHERS’ BELIEFES/TEACHERS’ TRAINING

COLLEGE/TEACHER EDUCATION

The present investigation aims to explore: (1) beliefs about learning English
held by students and teachers in teacher education in Lao P.D.R., (2) variation
patterns of students’ beliefs about learning English related to their gender, teacher
education program, and major, (3) variation patterns of teachers’ beliefs about
learning English associated with their teaching experience, and level of teaching, (4)
the existence of similarities and differences of beliefs held by students and teachers,
and (5) the strong beliefs in learning English. In order to achieve these research
objectives, a mixed method research was employed. Two sets of questionnaires and
semi-structured interviews were used to collect the data. Descriptive statistics and chi-
square tests were used to analyze the quantitative data from both students’ and
teachers’ questionnaires and the data obtained through students’ and teachers’ semi-
structured interviews were analyzed qualitatively. The findings revealed that students
strongly believe that it is important to repeat and practise a lot in class; they also
believe that nowadays Lao people think that it is very important to learn English; and
they also regard multi-media as a very useful component in learning English. Further,

teachers of English strongly believe that doing a self-study in English outside class is



very helpful for learners; it is important to repeat and practise a lot in class; multi-
media is very useful in learning English, and the teacher is the best resource person to
learn English. Significant differences were found in beliefs about learning English in
terms of students’ gender, teacher education program, and major; teachers’ teaching
experience and level of teaching. In addition, similarities and differences of beliefs

about English language learning held by students and teachers were also found.
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