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Abstract

In order to become established in their fields, researchers, especially those in
science, are under pressure to “publish or perish”. Unfortunately, most novice
researchers, particularly non-native scientists, fail to produce good publications due to
their limited knowledge and skills in academic writing. The purpose of this corpus
study is to analyze the rhetorical moves of research articles that have appeared in
internationally well renowned journals in agricultural science and to examine their
lexical bundles. Based on the impact factor, 22 international peer-reviewed journals
were selected from 3 major fields of Agricultural Science including Food Science, Crop
Science and Animal Science. Thirty RAs were randomly chosen from these journals, 10
from each field. The selected articles were restricted to empirical studies published in
2009 and 2010 which had the traditional IMRD (introduction, method, results,
discussion) sections of the research article. These articles were investigated
following Kanoksilapatham’s (2005) framework. Based on the analysis, 16 moves
were found: 3 in the Introduction section, 5 in the Methods section, 4 in the Results
section and 4 in the Discussion section. New moves were also reported, including
Describing the location where the study was conducted, Describing the mathematical
modeling of the system and Restating the aims of the study. The rhetorical structures
and the lexical bundles reported may enable novice researchers to publish higher
quality research papers.





