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Abstract

The objective of this study was to improve carcass characteristics of Thai pigs by

crossbreeding with wild boars. It was found that:

1) Litter sizes at birth and at weaning and pre-weaning growth rate were not significantly
different between Thai pigs and wild boar crossbreed pigs,

2) Growth rate and feed efficiency during fattening period (8 — 32 wk of age) of Thai pigs
were higher than that of wild boar crossbreed pigs,

3) Thai pigs had higher warm carcass weight, carcass length, back-far thickness, back-fat
weight, abdominal and visceral fat weight, but had lower loin eye area, tender loin
weight, loin weight, and jowl weight than that of wild boar crossbreed pigs,

4) L. dorsi muscle pH, measured at 1 and 24 h post-mortem, of Thai and wild boar
crossbreed pigs was not different (P>0.05). Meat color of Thai pigs had higher
brightness (L*) than that of wild boar crossbreed pigs. But no differences (P>0.05) in
redness (a*), yellowness (b*), shear force, drip loss and cooking loss were found.

It is concluded that cross breeding between Thai sows and wild boars can improve carcass

characteristics but cause lower growth rate and feed efficiency of the pig than in Thai pigs.





