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Abstract

The purposes of the research were to explore the current status of Thai-Malaysian border
radio; to employ the participatory international communication concept to find out whether its
can be a}a}aﬁec{ to the context of Thailand and ‘Ma[aysia; to investigate Thai and ‘Ma[aysicm
}160}7[6’5 exposure to border mafio; and to }mnfuce a guic{e[ine to }Womote the role of border radio
in_ strengthening T hai-Malaysian relations. The researcher employed both qualitative and
quantitative research tecﬁm’ques, name[y, in—afe}atﬁ interview, semi-structured interview, focus
group, questionnaire interview, and (focumentary cma[yses.

The samples consisted of 1) 26 radio operators, which include state-owned and community
radio in two provinces in Thailand: Narathiwad and Yala, 2) 4 local people who involved with
border radio, 3) 800 Thai questionnaire respondents who live close to the permanent border
crossings in Amphoe Su-ngai Kolok (Narathiwad province) and Amphoe Betong (Yala
province) (400 in each province), which have a Thailand and Malaysia Border Pass
Agreement, and 4) 800 Malaysian questionnaire respondents who lived in the town of Rantau
Panjang (Kelantan state) and Pengkalan Hulu (Perak state) (also 400 in each town). The
stuc{y was carried out between ’May 2011 and ’May 2012.

The researcher foumf that border radio possesses both internal and external factors, which both
hinder and support its role in strengtﬁening T ﬁai—’Ma[aysian relations. T[owever, the current
Thai border radio plays key roles in strengthening T hai-Malaysian relations such as 1) by
c{isseminating information, 2) 6y campaigning on national security both Thailand and
Malaysia, 3) by playing music, 4) by advertising both Thai and Malaysian products and
services, 5) by mobilizing help from Malaysia to southern Thai flood victims, and, 6) by
communicating Buddhist and Islamic principles.

The majon‘ty q( Rantau Tanjang ‘Ma[aysian and Su—ngai Kolok questionnaire resyom{ents
listen to border radio one another. On the other hand, few of the Pengkalan Hulu Malaysian
and Betong Thai questionnaire respondents listen to border radio. The Thai questionnaire
respondents who [isten to Malaysian border radio say that they listen for information and
entertainment, and think that it is useful they also feel positive about Malaysia because they
listen to Malaysian border radio. Some Thai questionnaire respondents who do not listen to
Malaysian border radio say that they do not understand the Malaysian language. Malaysia
questionnaire respondents who listen to Thai border radio claim that they [listen for
entertainment and information, and think that it is useful. Overall they feel positive about
Thailand because they [isten to Thai border radio. Some Malaysian respondents do not [isten
to Thai border radio because they do not understand the Thai language.



The respondents agree that border radio can play important roles in 1) promoting
understanding between Thai and Malaysian people, 2) strengthening peace and understanding
in both countries, 3) promoting collaboration of sports, 4) preserving association between Thai
and Malaysian people, 5) promoting cooperation in education, and, 6) promoting economic-
trade relations between both countries. Undesirable roles of border radio include 1) m’ticizing
the government in the yroceec{ing of decision maﬁing in forei\gn }Jo[icy, 2) acce[emting and
intercejvting oj foretlgn joo[icy’s government, and, 3) }Wesentinf] infonnation about ﬁistory oj
Pattani state, conflict between Thailand and Malaysia in the past and sensitive issues on
religion. Even though the researcher tried to seek cooperation between Thailand and Malaysia
to produce programs aimed for strengthening T hai-Malaysian relations, the attempt failed. The
crucial obstacle is the absence of collaboration between Thailand and Malaysia. Thus, it is
suggested that Thailand and Malaysia should cooperate and have concrete policies so that
border radio can play important roles as mentioned above.





