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ILP competence is of vital importance for EFL learners in communication with
English. The present study has been designed 1) to investigate the Chinese EFL
learners’ ILP competence level; 2) to investigate the patterns of variations of the EFL
learners’ ILP competence according to nationality; 3) to investigate the patterns of
variations of the EFL learners’ ILP competence according to gender, and 4) to
investigate the patterns of variations of the EFL learners’ ILP competence according to
level of language proficiency.

The participants in the present study were 390 English majors in four
universities in Guizhou Province, China. They were selected by convenient and
purposive sampling methods. The data collection instruments for the present study were
the ILP competence test and semi-structured interview. The ILP competence test was
further divided into WDCT and MDCT. WDCT was applied to examine the EFL
learners’ ILP competence in conducting speech acts, while MDCT was used to evaluate
their ILP competence in understanding implicature and performing routines.

The data in the present study were analyzed both quantitatively and
qualitatively. The simple descriptive statistics were calculated to describe the Chinese

EFL learners’ ILP competence at the overall level and category level; the one-way
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ANOVA and the Post-hoc Scheffe test were applied to investigate the variations of the
EFL learners’ ILP competence according to the three variables, i.e. nationality, gender,
and level of language proficiency. Content analysis was conducted to analyze the semi-
structured interview data in order to understand the EFL learners’ ILP competence level
and the variations according to the variables.

The ILP competence test proved highly reliable and valid. The results revealed
that the Chinese EFL learners’ ILP competence was at the medium level and there
existed significant differences in relation to the three variables: nationality, gender and
level of language proficiency. Possible explanations for the EFL learners’ ILP
competence level and the variations according to the three variables were provided
immediately after the presentation of the results.

The present study has enriched the literature in ILP competence testing, and it
helped to understand the ILP competence level as well as its variations with different
nationality, gender and language proficiency groups of the EFL learners in China. It is
hoped that this research could make some contributions to the improvement of the EFL

learners’ ILP competence.

School of Foreign Languages Student’s Signature

Academic Year 2015 Advisor’s Signature




