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KANTAPAT TRINANT : LEXICAL COLLOCATIONS IN A SAMPLE
CORPUS OF NURSING RESEARCH ARTICLES (SCNRA) AND THE
EFFECTS OF CORPUS-BASED INSTRUCTION ON STUDENTS:
COLLOCATION LEARNING AT A THAI UNIVERSITY. THESIS

ADVISOR : BUTSAKORN YODKAMLUE, Ph.D,, 334 PP.

CORPUS-BASED STUDY/CORPUS-BASED INSTRUCTION/NURSING

COLLOCATIONS/ COLLOCATION TEST/COLLOCATION KNOWLEDGE

The present study was conducted to (1) identify and classify keywords in the
Sample Corpus of Nursing Research Articles (SCNRA); (2) explore lexical
collocations found in the SCNRA using keywords extracted as ‘nodes’ to find their
‘collocates’, and to classify the collocation pairs according to their combination types;
(3) assess collocation knowledge of nursing students at Suranaree University of
Technology (SUT) based on the test constructed from collocations extracted from the
SCNRA; and @) provide lessons applying corpus-based instruction on nursing
collocations and assess the effects on the students’ performance.

The research started with the compilation of 300 research articles from 10

selected academic journals in the field of nursing accessible online via SUT's Library

Resources by saving into text files then uploaded onto a corpus tool, the AntConc, to

form the SCNRA which comprised over 1.25 million running words. 717 keywords
were obtained under the set criteria which then were used as the “nodes” to find their
collocates. 2,148 pairs of lexical collocations were obtained with 14 combination

types. The majority of them were Noun + Noun (N = 889; 41.39%) followed by
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Adjective + Noun (N = 610; 28.4%), and Noam + Verb (& = 240; 11.17%). In terms af
the keywords, the majority of them were Nouns (N = 463; 63.51%) followed by
Adjectives (N = 157; 21.54%), and Verbs (W = 98; 13.44%) with Adverbs came last
(A= 11; 1.51%).

Iy terms of eollocational knowledge of nursing students, Nursing Collocation
Test was constructed containing three parts; 30 multiple-choice items; 20 gap-filling
items; and 10 items of a sentence writing task. The Test was then administered with
31 fourth vear nursing students at SUT belore and afier a corpus-based instruction on
nutsing collocations organized for them. The pre-test’s mean of the fotal score
revealed that the overall knowledge of collocations of the majority of the students was
at a “Fair” level (x = 30.66; 80 = T.41), The post-test’s mean of the tofal score showed
that the overall performance of the majority of them had improved to a “Good™ level
(x= 3044, 5D = 7.65). To evaluate the effects of corpus-based instruction on the
students” performance, the results of the pre-test and the post-test were compared
using paired samples t-test. The resulis showed that there was a statistically
significant improvement of the students’ performance in the total score (#(50) = (-
11.75), p = <0.001) as well as in each of the three parts of the test: part 1 (/(50) = (-
T.47), p=<0.001); part 2 (#{30% = {-8.10%, p = <0.001); and part 3 (#(30) = (-7.44), p =
=<0.001). In terms of the students’ performance, the majority of the students’ scores
increased and put them one level higher in all parts from “Fair™ to “Good”, except for
part 3, a sentence writing task, the level of performance was improved from “Poor™ to

“Fair”.
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