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RHIZOMATIC

This current study investigated a personal learning environment (PLE) of an
individual in organizing his/her learning systems. The main purpose of the study
aimed at examining how EFL learners generate their learning trajectories within their
personal learning environments. The investigation was implemented with 69 full-time
English majors at tertiary level over a twelve-week period. A mixed-methods research
design was employed. The implementation of the sequences of the study was divided
into 2 phases. The quantitative data were collected through a 25-item questionnaire:
online information search strategy inventory (OISSI). The qualitative counterparts
were from several artifacts consisting of a semi-structured interview, clips, tag clouds,
and a mind map (that was considered as a PLE). The quantitative findings from the
pretest and the posttest revealed that all participants were deemed to be a competent
online search learner. It also indicated that the participants had enough prior
knowledge about online information retrieval. With respect to the qualitative findings,
four main keys for decision-making processes were 1) online search strategies 2) the
notion of research-based course 3) freedom to learn and 4) academic mindsets of the

language learners.
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Results of this current study suggested that a rhizome forms assemblages:
including groups of people, various sources of the academy, network services and so
on. In this view, the rhizomatic perspective exclusively reveals how knowledge can be
constructed within an individual. An individual can create and construct her/his
knowledge by negotiation with different social communities as well as collaborative
work with other knowledgeable people. The growth of an individual’s knowledge
might depend upon her/his background experience that has been accumulated by
acquiring and learning, as well as their particular interests upon learning content.

Additionally, the findings provide preliminary information for the learners and
other stakeholders for higher education faculty. That is, the PLE is essentially
important to serve any learner to develop and adjust themselves to be an active learner

in the ubiquitous learning era.
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