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Abstract

Concordance-based cloze testing (ConCloze) could be deemed a new item
type (Kongsuwannakul, K., 2018. Evaluating three decades of studies in concordance-based
cloze testing: Some insights for future directions, The International Journal of Assessment
and Evaluation, 25(3-4): 13-28.). However, there has been only one empirical study in the
literature so far, namely Kongsuwannakul, K., 2017. Investigating the construct validity of a
concordance-based cloze test (ConCloze): A mixed-methods study. Ph.D. dissertation,
University of Leicester, UK. This study seeks to compare and contrast language processes
during task engagement, and the domains involved in task completion. The aim is to refine
the score meaning derived from the work by using a contrastive approach. Proficient and
lower intermediate in English proficiency (‘High Group’ and ‘Low Group’), the sample
consists of 8 undergraduate students, 4 from each proficiency group. The inclusion criterion
is that they have completed or are completing core English courses at Suranaree University
of Technology. The respondents are asked to verbalize their thoughts while engaging in four
ConCloze tasks designed to represent different parts of speech of the keywords in context
(KWIQ). It is found that the tasks used in this study may have insufficient test functionality,
as the majority of the respondents could not readily engage in the test tasks meaningfully
without additional, intervening explanation by the researcher. Even though the language
processes such as processing meaning of words on the concordance lines and that of the
options may be generally comparable between the High Group and the Low Group, one
language domain appears to belong primarily to the former group: knowledge of
collocation. It may thus be concluded that knowledge of word association—a hypernym
for collocation and the meaning involved in being able to use one word—is likely to be

the language domain tested by the item type.
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