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ZHONGMIN LI : IMPROVING CHINESE UNIVERSITY EFL
STUDENTS’ ENGLISH INTONATION THROUGH PITCH
MODIFICATION: PRECISION LANGUAGE EDUCATION-INFORMED
PEDAGOGY. THESIS ADVISOR : BUTSAKORN YODKAMLUE, Ph.D.,

300 PP.

ENGLISH INTONATION/ PITCH MODIFICATION/ PERCEPTION/

PRODUCTION/ PRECISION LANGUAGE EDUCATION

The present study aimed at improving Chinese university EFL students’
English intonation through pitch modification (modifying students’ incorrect
intonation and playing it back to them as the input for learning). The objectives of this
study are twofold: 1) to examine the effectiveness of pitch modification for intonation
learning; 2) to investigate the students’ opinions of learning intonation through pitch
modification.

The participants of this study were 66 first year English major students
studying at a university in China. They were assigned into two groups: the
experimental group and the control group. The treatment was a form of English
intonation training wherein the experimental group received the training by using the
students’ own modified speech as the model for learning while the control group used
a model produced by a native English speaker. The results indicated that both groups’
ability in intonation perception and production were significantly improved after the
training. Comparisons of the two groups’ performances showed that in perception
level, there were no significant differences between the two groups; while in

production level, the experimental group outperformed the control group. It was found
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that compared to the native speaker’s model, pitch modification as a means of cue
enhancement could arouse students’ awareness on critical acoustic cues and enable
students to produce more accurate phonetic realizations of the intonation patterns that
were difficult (rising tone and falling-rising tone) or complex (compound tones) to
them. Moreover, results from the questionnaire and semi-structured interviews with
the students from the experimental group revealed that the students held positive
attitudes towards pitch modification for intonation learning. They thought that it was
interesting, efficient and effective for improving their pronunciation.

This study was an implementation of the concept of precision language
education in the field of pronunciation instruction. It proposed a precision approach for
pronunciation instruction and provided empirical evidence that this kind of instruction
by targeting individual learner’s specific problems and dealing with those problems

with tailored interventions could make learning more effective.
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