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DONGYUAN DENG : ETHNIC MINORITY UNIVERSITY STUDENTS'
EFL LEARNING EXPERIENCES IN THE TRILINGUAL CONTEXT OF
YUNNAN, CHINA. THESIS ADVISOR : SIRINTHORN SEEPHO, Ph.D.,

459 PP.

EFL LEARNING EXPERIENCES/ TRILINGUAL CONTEXT/

ETHNIC MINORITY

As a result of modernization and globalization, English has become a global
language and it has a high status in China for EFL learners. The rapid socioeconomic
development in contemporary China provides opportunities as well as challenges for
ethnic trilingual learners to obtain access to higher education with assistance of PAPs
(preferential admission policies) after the national college entrance examination
(NCEE). Meanwhile, at tertiary level, ethnic minority university students (EMUS) are
still confronted with considerable difficulties in English language learning (L3).

In the present study, RQ1 and RQ?2 are to justify PAPs and TEP policies from a
social perspective and provide an evaluation of their impact through interviews with
different subjects. RQ3 is mainly designed to examine the difficulties encountered by
EMUS in English language learning (L3) at university and the main factors causing
them. RQ4 initiates a test to verify whether English language proficiency affects ethnic
identities in this increasingly globalized situation or not.

The research project adopted a mixed-methods research approach through a
longitudinal view which switched from PAPs at the basic education level to higher
education to explore EMUS’ English language learning (L3) difficulties and challenges

in the trilingual context of Yunnan province. Simultaneously, horizontal multiple



v

comparizons and analysis were conducted among different ethnicities and with different
stakeholders in Yunnan.

Based on the data analysis, PAPs are curmently justified in Yunnan®s multiethnic
social context to ensure equal access o higher education including education rights,
opporfunities, and resources though PAPs are not the fundamental solution to the ethnic
education problem. Besides, the study reveals that TEP (trilingual education policy)
helps ethnie minonty students to fulfill their dreams and fight for equal opportunities
for upward mobility, though the implementation in reality is still far from satisfactory.
In gddition, the present predicament of Yunnan EMUS" weak foundation in English
(L3} at tertiary level can actually be traged back to their basic education, Finally, the
data from cight cthnic groups verifies the fact that English languape proficiency is
related to ethnic identity al least for certain ethnic groups, if not for all,

At the end of this study, velevant implications and suppestions for Rafure
research in this area have been proposed. This type of study may play a small referential
role in increasing both the government and educators’ awareness of how to bridge the
relevant paps and how to treat EFL education for ethnic minority students in current

maodernized and multi-ethnic Yunnan, China.
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