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ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHING

The spread of English nowadays as a global language has resulted in many
changes in sociolinguistic realities, which generates concerns on how English should
be taught and learned. Some researchers have called for a paradigm shift from the
traditional pedagogy to prepare students to use English in a globalized context
involving different varieties of English and cultures. However, little work has been
undertaken in implementing a Global Englishes (GE)-informed pedagogy in English
classrooms, especially in mainland China. In order to fill this research gap, a GE-
informed pedagogy was implemented in an English language classroom in an attempt
to examine the students’ conceptualizations of English and English learning and
teaching, to explore the reasons as to why they have those conceptualizations, and to
investigate the effects of the GE-informed pedagogy in developing students’ GE
awareness. Eighty-two undergraduates participated in this study and received a 12-
week intervention of GE-informed instruction. Data were collected through pre- and
post-course questionnaires, semi-structured interviews, and student diaries. A paired-

samples T-Test and content analysis were used to analyze the data.
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The results of the study are, first, the majority of the participants expressed a
positive attitude toward Global Englishes and showed an awareness of English varieties
besides the standard ones. However, a critical analysis confirmed that native speakerism
was still clearly prevalent in the participants’ minds.

Second, the participants’ conceptualizations of English were grounded in
different language ideologies, which included legitimate varieties of English, the
concept of native speakerism, Glocal English, and Global Englishes. The participants
were influenced by assumptions that native speakers are better teachers, the native
speaker model is a norm, and native speaker culture is an important target.

Finally, the intervention of the GE-informed pedagogy yielded a positive
outcome, not only in raising the students’ GE awareness but also in boosting their self-
confidence in cross-cultural communication.

From these results, it can be argued that the hegemony of British and American
English explains the prevalence of native speakerism in students’ minds. In terms of the
ramifications of this research study, this thesis argues for the importance of raising
students’ awareness of Global Englishes and calls for a more critical approach to

English language teaching in China.
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