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Abstract

This paper deals with a reading ol the political and cullurel significations of poor
viilagers' cultural artifacts, especially bamboo basketry, pha khaw ma, hand-made weavings,
shoulder bags, and hats. Viewing these materials in the context of the current Thai political
scene--in particular, various public prolests led by the Assembly of the Poor--the zuthors argue
that these materials represent an ewbodiment of the wisdom and experience of the poor in their
decade-long struggles against state power and hegemony. These ealtural artifacts constitute the
"hidden" cuttural weapons of the peor. The authors also advance a fresh approach to reading
cultural artifacts, that emphasizes 1aking artifacts as sigﬁs of cultural and political protest and

vehicles to express poor villagers' fights for their existence and place in contermporary Thailand,
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