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(Spirit Mediumship and Popular Healthcare Practices in Thailand)
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Abstract

Is it possible that modern medicine might replace irrational, popular healthcare practices?
Is it possible that spirit mediums, witches, and other folk healers and their healthcare traditions
might come to an end in the age of science and reason? The author's answer to these rhetorical
questions is no. By situating his arguments in a discussion of popular spirit mediumship and
mediums' healthcare practices in contemporary Thailand, he argues that modern medicine and
popular healthcare practices each exist and function in their own right. Each of these approaches
deals with totally different healthcare problems, operates within its own well-defined domain, and
is guided by different sets of theories, methods, and professional ethics. The author employs a
critical review of pre-existing literature and anthropological fieldwork as modes of investigation
in this article.

Keywords: spirit mediumship, spirit mediums, traditional healthcare practices, modern

medicines
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