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Abstract

This research on body of knowledge of cooperative education aims at 1) investigating
the state-of-the-art knowledge of cooperative education available tocally and internationally, 2)
examining the development of cooperative education body of knowledge in Thailand and
around the world, and 3) identifying the directions and trends in cooperative edtication
research. This piece of qualitative research involves analyses of 146 abstracts from dissertations
and research articles on cooperative education, interviews with 19 administrators, \ecturers, and
cooperative education personnel both in higher education institutions and in workplaces, as
well as a public academic review, all of which took place between May and September 2013,

The findings indicate that research on cooperative education started as early as 1947 in
the United States of America before a quiet period of 22 years until 1970 when such research
resurfaced. In Thailand, the first research was disseminated in 1999 and rnore research has
followed since. Up until now, there have been 43 research studies on cooperative education in
Thailand, and 103 from abroad. The year 2009 was found to be the most productive year for

cooperative education research, preducing 14 pieces of research, 11 of which are from Thailand.

The most researched topics include the effectiveness of the cooperative education
programmes (55 studies), the management and administration of the programmes (35 studies),
the attitudes towards and perceptions of the programmes (30 studies), and the cooperative
education student preparations, network creation, and facilities and information technology (24
studies).

The lteast researched topic is the development of cooperative education {2 studies).
Most of the research studies are quantitative by nature, totaling 84 pieces. Thirty three studies
are of qualitative types, and 16 were conducted using the mixed methods.

Among the abstracts under analysis, 4 were presented without identification of the
research methods employed. The interviews with cooperative education personnet in Thailand
pointed out several significant research topics related to cooperative education including
comparative studies between potentials of cooperative education students and those of non-
cooperative education ones and feasibility studies of the cooperative education placement for
more than 4 months and more than once in Thailand.

The future trends in cooperative education research include 1) research for the.
development of the country such as means to foster engagement between higher education
institutions and workplaces and an increase of value to the workplaces through cooperative



education, 2} research for the development of curriculum such as provision of cooperative
education that affects the improvement of curriculum, teaching, and learning, and development
of preparation programmes for international cooperative students, 3) research in the ASEAN
context such as formats and methods of ccoperative education provision in higher education
institutions and benchmarking of cooperative education provision in ASEAN nations, and 4)
research for the operation of cooperative education such as workplace’s corporate cultures that

compliment cooperative education and evaluation of cooperative education student’s-
performance.



