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Abstract

We present a method for constructing wavelet frames on the sphere. This is achieved by mapping
the sphere onto the extended plane in a way which takes rotations to translations. We thus can make
use of the various wavelet constructions in the plane to obtain continuous frames, discrete tight
frames and multiresolutions on the sphere. In addition, we show that there exists a great variety of

smooth frames on the sphere.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background and Rationale

Continuous wavelet transforms and discrete wavelet series are now widely used to analyze
functions and signals in Euclidean space. Often termed “Windowed Fourier Transform”, the
continuous wavelet transform permits analysis of signals in both spatial and time domains. Discrete
wavelet series on the other hand are often used in image or data compression where the numerical

reconstruction of a signal from its wavelet coefficients is desired.

In the general mathematical setting one starts with a closed group A of invertible # x n matrices
acting in the usual way on Euclidean space, and considers the natural representation « of the semi-
direct product G of the two groups on the space of square integrable functions LZ(R") which is
given by n(a, z) = D,T, , where D, denotes the dilation operator associated with a matrix a of 7, and
T, the translation operator determined by a vector z in R’. For a given square integrable function w,
the wavelet transform associated with w maps an element f'in L"(R") to a function #f defined on G

by means of the inner product, Wffa,z} = <f, o(a, zjw>.

It is now natural to ask under what conditions the original function can be reconstructed from its
wavelet transform. A frequently used sufficient condition is that # be an isometry with regards to
the L’ norms, in which case we call w a tight frame generator although this condition can be relaxed
somehow. While it was first thought that square integrability of the representation 7 was necessary
[2, 4, 6, 7] it later turned out that this condition is not required, and that loosely speaking, the group

H must not be too large and must act on R’ in some regular fashion [10, 12].



In practical reconstruction, one wishes both the dilation and the translation parameters to be
discrete. That is, one chooses a to lie in some discrete subgroup of H and z in some sublattice of R".
Appropriate choices for these groups and lattices are discussed in [2] and [9]. Multiresolution
decomposition [14, 15] is a method of constructing such wavelet series in a way so that they can be
computed with particularly efficient algorithms. Only in the one-dimensional setting or in the case
of some special one-parameter groups of diagonal matrices, however, is it known how to generate a

multiresolution analysis in a systematic way.

Since the earth and many objects of interest are of spherical shape, one is also interested in doing
wavelet analysis on the sphere. The problem one faces here is that there does not exist a natural
concept of dilation because the sphere is compact. In addition, rotations on the sphere do not form
an abelian group and thus the usual Fourier transform techniques used in wavelet analysis can not
be used. To overcome this problem, many authors have iniroduced mappings from the sphere or

subsets of the sphere into the plane.

Torresani [13] maps a hemisphere into the tangent plane, thus introducing some notion of dual
group. However, there is still no notion of dilation, and thus only local Gabor type analysis is
achieved. Holschneider [8] makes use of spherical harmonics, but introduces dilations in an ad-hoc
and rather unsystematic way. Antoine and Vandergheynst [1] discuss continuous wavelet
transforms using an elegant group-theoretical approach. They are able to specify necessary
conditions for a function to be a wavelet frame, but can not obtain tight frames. In addition, they
only use the simplest type of dilation which stretches in all directions at the same rate, and their
approach does not lend itself easily to obtaining discrete frames. A number of authors have
addressed this question by constructing multiresolution analysis on the sphere, either using the
tensor product of multiresolutions on the unit interval [3], or by devising subdivision schemes on

the sphere itself [5, 11]. None of these multiresolutions are derived from group representations.

Thus, it is still of interest to investigate other methods for obtaining discrete frames on the sphere,

and in particular, for discretizing continuous wavelet frames.



1.2 Research Objectives

The objective of this project was to

1. find new ways to introduce continuous wavelet frames on the sphere,
2. investigate ways for disretizing these continuous frames,

3. investigate methods for obtaining multiresclutions on the sphere.

1.3 Scope and Limitations

A variety of schemes for introducing frames are known today, each having its own advantages and
weak points. This project did not intend to obtain a *best” or most “elegant” method, but to shed
some insight into the relationship between continuous and discrete frames. Nor did it intend to
compare these schemes, or consider the construction of algorithms for the practical computation of

wavelet coefficients or series.

1.4 Benefits from Research

This project adds to the variety of methods for continuous and discrete wavelet analysis on the
sphere. Its results may be of use to engineers and scientists requiring data analysis and compression

tools.



CHAPTER 2

METHODOLOGY

2.1 Constructions

Maost of the authors discussing wavelet analysis on the sphere do so by cither mapping points of the
sphere into the plane [3, 13], or trying to adapt the standard wavelet analysis techniques to the

sphere [1, 8].

We choose the first method, and introduce two maps not yet described in the literature. The first
map takes the sphere minus its poles onto the infinite cylinder. We then need to define and discuss
the construction of frames on the cylinder which are generated by translations in all directions and
dilation along its axis. The second map takes the sphere minus a median onto the plane, thus
making the well-established machinery of wavelet analysis in the plane available. In particular, we

can introduce dilations which scale differently in each direction.



CHAPTER 3

RESULTS

3.1 Main Results

We have been able to establish the following results:

1.

Using a smooth map from a dense subset of the sphere onto the infinite cylinder, we have
introduced a type of wavelet analysis on the sphere which consists of rotations in longitudional
and latitudional directions, and dilations in a single direction. However, frame generators are
never smooth, so that this case is only sketched in the attached preprint.

Using a smooth map from a dense subset of the sphere onto the plane, we have introduced a
type of wavelet analysis on the sphere which consists of rotations around the polar and
equatorial axes, and dilations in both directions at different scaling factors and generated by a
single matrix. We have shown that there exist many smooth tight frame generators provided
that the dilation matrix is a proper contraction. Finally, we have been able to describe a method
to show how these smooth frame generators can generate discrete wavelet frames.

Using the map discussed in 2., any multiresolution on the plane can easily be transferred onto

the sphere.

Further details can be seen from the preprint which is included in the appendix.

3.2 Discussion

We have introduced two relatively simple schemes for obtaining continuous and discrete wavelet

frames on the sphere. The particular new feature is that one can choose from a wide range of

dilations, either of unidirectional type or of omnidiretional type and where the dilation scale varies

with direction or where there is even a rotational dilation component present which happens when

the dilation matrix has complex eigenvalues.



The disadvantage of this scheme is that by identifying translations in the plane with rotations on the
compact sphere, the rate of spherical rotations decreases with increasing translation parameter.
Thus, this method is well suited only for analyzing small-scale features on a well-localized domain.
In order to analyze small-scale features over the whole sphere one may need to operate with a
family of such frames, obtained by placing median where the sphere is cut at various locations

across the sphere.



CHAPTER 4

CONCLUSION

4,1 Summary

We have described a new way of doing wavelet analysis on the sphere by introducing to new maps
from the sphere onto locally Euclidean abelian groups. The map which takes the sphere onto the
plane makes available a great variety of smooth continuous and discrete tight frame generators for

the sphere, provided that one chooses a dilation generated by a proper contraction matrix.

4.2 Recommendations

The results of this project could be expanded on in several directions. First, it should be easy to
adapt the maps used here to obtain continuous and discrete wavelet frames on the n-sphere.
Secondly, we have only used one-parameter groups of dilations, and one naturally can introduce
and investigate two-parameter groups of dilations on the spherc. Finally, several schemes for
obtaining frames and multiresolutions on the sphere available now, and one could do a detailed

comparison of all theses techniques by means of some practical examples.
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CONTINUOUS AND DISCRETE FRAMES ON THE
SPHERE

ECKART SCHULZ

ABSTRACT. In this note we present a method for constructing wavelet
frames on the sphere. This is achieved by mapping the sphere onto
the extended plane in a way which takes rotations to translations. We
thus can make use of the various wavelet constructions in the plane to
obtain continuous and discrete tight frames on the sphere. In addition,
we show that there exists a great variety of smooth wavelets frames on
the sphere.

1. INTRODUCTION

Continuous wavelet transforms and discrete wavelet series are now widely
used to analyze functions and signals in Euclidean space. In the most general
setting one starts with a semi-direct product of groups H x K" [10], where
H is a closed subgroup of GL,(R) acting on R" by multiplication. There is
then a natural representation = of H x B* on L?(R") given by

wla, 2w = D Trw (a € H,7 € R*)
where D, denotes the dilation operator on L?(R®) associated with matrix
multiplication, and T the translation operator determined by the vector z.
For a fixed square integrable function w € L%(R™), the wavelet transform
associated with w maps a function f € L?(R") to a function Wf on H x R?
through the inner product
Wila,z2) =< f,x(a,2)w > .

Numerous authors have investigated sufficient and necessary conditions on
H and w which allow the reconstruction of the function f from its wavelet
transform. While it was first thought that square integrability of = was
necessary ({2], [4], [6], [7]) it later turned out that this condition is not
required in many cases ([10], {12]) .

In practical computations, one wishes both parameters ¢ and 7 to be
discrete. That is, one chooses a to lie in some discrete subgroup of H,
and 7 in some sublattice of R". Appropriate choices for these groups and
lattices are discussed in [2] and [9]. Multiresolution decomposition ([14],
[15]) is a method of constructing such wavelet series in a way so that they
can be computed with particularly efficient algorithms. Only in the one-
dimensional setting or in the case of some special one-parameter groups of

Supported by a research grant from Suranaree University of Technology.
1



2 ECKART SCHULZ

diagonal matrices, however, is it known how to generate a multiresolution
analysis in a systematic way.

When considering wavelets on the sphere one encounters the problem
that although the sphere is of simple topological structure, there is by its
compactness no natural concept of dilation. Furthermore, rotations on the
sphere do not form an abelian group and thus the usual Fourier transform
techniques fail. To overcome this problem, many authors have introduced
mappings from the sphere or subsets of the sphere into the plane.

Torresani [13] maps a hemisphere into the tangent plane, thus introducing
some notion of dual group. However, there is still no notion of dilation, and
thus only local Gabor-type analysis is achieved. Holschneider [8] makes use
of spherical harmonics, but introduces dilations in an ad-hoc and rather un-
systematic way. Antoine and Vandergheynst [1] discuss continuous wavelet
transforms using an elegant group-theoretical approach. While they are able
to specify necessary conditions for a function to be a wavelet frame, they
can not obtain tight frames, and their approach does not lend itself easily
to obtaining discrete frames.

Various authors have addressed this question by constructing multireso-
lution analysis on the sphere, either using the tensor product of multires-
olutions in L?[0,1] ([3]), or by devising subdivision schemes on the sphere
([5],[11]). None of these methods is directly related with group representa-
tions.

In this note, we suggest a way to apply the wavelet theory of the plane
to the sphere. We do so by mapping a dense subset of the sphere diffeo-
morphically onto the plane, in a way which maps rotations on the sphere
to translations in the plane. We show that there exist a variety of smooth
wavelets, and apply the discretization techniques in the plane to obtain dis-
crete wavelet frames on the sphere. In addition, this map makes it possible
to transfer a multiresolution analysis from the plane to the sphere.

This paper is organized as follows. In section 2 we review some of the
standard techniques of wavelet analysis in the plane and adapt some results
to our situation. In section 3 we introduce a map from a dense subset of the
sphere onto the cylinder, thus obtaining a one-dimensional wavelet analysis
on the sphere. In section 4 we then use a map from a dense subset of the
sphere onto the plane and discuss how tight and smooth tight frames can be
introduced onto the sphere by this map. Finally, the discretization of these
frames is discussed in section 5.

2. FRAMES ON LOCALLY EUCLIDEAN ABELIAN (GROUPS

Let us first review the concept of frames on Euclidean Spaces generated
by one-parameter groups, as discussed in [10] or [12]. Given a fixed matrix
A € GL,(R), consider the families of translation operators T with

(T7w)(F) = w(Z - 2)
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and dilation operators Dy with
(Drw)(Z) = 6% 2w(A*E)

for w € L2(R"), 7,7 € R* and k € Z, and where § = |det(A)|. Here we
have written elements of R® as column vectors. Since the Lebesgue measure
on B" is translation invariant and

| det(A)| /R JanaE= | j@as

for f € L'(R*), both families constitute groups of unitary operators on
L*(R"). For a fixed w € L2(R"), the wavelet transform associated with w is
the map f — Wf with

Wf(k,2) =< f, DyTrw >

for f € L2(R*). A function w € L%(R") is called a tight frame genera-
tor (with frame bound one} if the wavelet transform constitutes a partial
isometry from L2(R") onto a subspace of L2(Z x R™), that is if

1917 =3 [ 1< 10T > Pz (21)

kecZ

for all f € L?(R™). One can then reconstruct the function f from its wavelet
transform. In fact, from the polarization identity it follows that for all
frg € L*(R™),

<f,g>=Z/R < < f,DyTsw > DyTow,g > d7
kez B*

that is,

f= Z/ Wf(k, ) Dy Trw dZ (2.2)
kcz’R”
weakly in L?(R*).

In order to discuss tight frame generators, one needs to work with Fourier
transforms. As usual, R® denotes the dual group of R" which can be iden-
tified with R® itself through the pairing (¥, ) — e~ %mZ where elements ¥
of 7 are now written as row vectors. In case n = 1 we will omit the vector
notation and simply write e~%7™2, The Fourier transform

f@~f@) = | f@e 7 dE

maps L'(R") into C,(R?), the set of continuous functions vanishing at in-
finity, and its restriction to L!(R?) N L*(R") extends to a Hilbert space

isomorphism between L(R") and L?(R%), also denoted by f — f, which
takes the translation operator T7 to the phase shift operator E_; and the
dilation operator D to the dilation operator D_;. Here,

(E_y0)(7) = ¥ Dp(3) and  (D_y)(7) = ¥/ 2p(74%)
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for © € Lz(l@;), Z7€ R, ¥ ® and k € Z. Condition (2.1) then becomes

1P =3 [ 1< F DBz > Pz
rez ' K"
for all f € L2(R7).

In {10] and [12] it is shown that there exist tight frame generators if and
only if | det A| # 1. Furthermore, w € L?(R") is a tight frame generator if
and only if the mean square value of & over orbits is essentially constant,
that is,

> [o(FaR)? =1

keZ
for almost all ¥ € R".

As in the next section we will work over the space RxII, we first generalize
these results to spaces R® x II"™ (n > 1,m > 0) where Il denotes the unit
circle. These spaces are direct products of two locally compact abelian
groups, and thus their dual groups and the corresponding Fourier transforms
are derived from those of the two component groups in an obvious way.

Recall that the dual group of the n-torus II? is the discrete group Z".
Parametrizing elements of II* by n-vectors & = (¢, cooyon)? with 0 <
@; < 1, and elements of Z" as discrete row vectors 7, this duality is given
through the pairing (7, ®) — e~ %™ % While there is no natural dilation on
L2(II"), rotation by a multiangle @ = (8y,...,8,)7 gives rise to a natural
translation operator Tg, given by

(Tow)(®) = w(® - ©)

where subtraction on the right denotes componentwise subtraction modulo
one. The Fourier transform

1@) > f) = [ f@em a0

now extends to an isomorphism between the Hilbert spaces L?(IT"} and
L?(Z") mapping translation Ty to phase shift £_g.

As the Lebesgue measure on R" x II™ is d(Z, ©) = dO dZ, the translation
and dilation operators on L?(R® x II'"*) given by

(Tizow)(E, @) = w(F - 7,9 - 6)
and
(Drw)(F, ®) = 6~ F2w(A7*E, 9)

forwe L3R xII™), k € Z, 7,7 € R* and ,0 € [I™ are again unitary.
As before, the Fourier Transform takes these operators to phase shift and
dilation operators, with

B(_z-ey)(¥, @) = 2T (A= (7, 7
(-%,-9)
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and

forw € L2(R" x Z™), k€ Z,Z € R*, ¥ € R", © € II* and 7 € Z™. In this
setup, w € L2(R® x II™) is called a tight frame generator provided that

11 = Zf/ | < £, Dilizoyw > [*dO d7

kcZ

for all f € LAR® x II™).

Theorem 1. Let H =R* xII"™ (n > 1,m > 0) and let A € GL,(R). Then
w € L2(R"® x IT™) is a tight frame generator if and only if

> leFAF, A =1 (2.3)

ke

for all @ € Z™ and almost all 7 € Re.

Proof. The proof is a simple modification of the standard result for m = 0
presented in [12). For all f € L?(R" x [I™),

- 2
/ / ]< f.D_yE_s oy >| dOdz
n J1m
/ 5k/2 (¥, 7) w('yAk ) ean'yA"~2‘e2i7rﬁ-(-) 45| d(z,0)
neE™

g Ap>
z / 5= k/z )Weﬁwflfeﬁ?rﬁ-ed;f d(f, @)

Iz

s [ / ou7, ) FRENCR) (7 )| az,0)

where we have set @x(7,7) = f(FA~F,7)6(F,7) € L*(H). Now the in-
ner integral is precisely the inverse Fourier transform ¢ of ¢y, so that by
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Plancherel’s formula

Z/[ <kaE(z_9)w>' do dz
kez by m
—Za’“/mzew o)

kEZ

= 5" f e (¥, 7)|* d(7, 1)

keZ

DY f FEA ) BT R 4

keZ REZ™

DI I RITA TRl

kEZ ficE™
-y / )2 (Z lw(f?A’“,ﬁ)F) &,
ReZ™ keZ

It follows that w is a semi-discrete tight frame generator if and only if

I£1? = Z/ (Zhﬁ(f?A’“,ﬁ)F) dy

AcLm keZ

forall f € Lz(@). Now this identity holds if and only if >, 5 | (FA*, 7)1 =
1 almost everywhere, and thus the assertion follows. O

Theorem 2. Let H = R* xII"™ (n > 1,m > 0) end let A € GL,(R).
Then there ezists a tight frame generator w € L2(R" x II™) if and only if
|det{A}] # 1.

Proof. Suppose first that |det(A)| # 1. Then by theorem 3 in [12], there
exists a tight frame generator v(Z) for the wavelet transform in L*(R")
associated with A, and then by theorem 1,

Y [pFAN =1 ae A
ke

Now list all the elements of Z™ in a sequence {7;}32,, pick integers p; so
that
o2
M=) |det(4)]" < oo
=1
and set

(T, ) = (FA)
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for (¥,1,;) € R x Z™. Then 4 is measurable and
> [ mEaee = Z/ (FAP)2 4

Anci™
-3 [ @i
=1 /K"

= M|9]* < oo,
that is, w € L2(I§"_— x Z™). Furthermore, for each !,

S [n(FAR A = 3 [pFAFYE = Y [0(FAR))” =1

kcZ kel kcZ
for almost all ¥, which shows that w is a tight frame generator.

Now suppose to the contrary that |det(A)}| = 1 but there exists a tight
frame generator w in L?(R" x IT™). Set 9(¥) = @(¥,0). Then © € L?(R™)

and
Z |6(FA4%) |2 Z lb(FA*,0)2 = 1

kcZ keZ

that is, v is a tight frame generator for L?(R) contradicting theorem 3 in
[12]. This proves the theorem. O

3. FRAMES ON THE SPHERE GENERATED BY UNIDIRECTIONAL DILATIONS

Let S2 denote the 2-sphere. Using spherical coordinates, we can describe
its points by the pair of Euler angles (8,¢} with 0 < § < mand 0 € p <
2n. In these coordinates, the Lebesgue measure is d(6,y) = sinfdf dy.
Since this measure is rotation invariant, rotations take the natural role of
translations on the sphere. However, there is no notion of dilation because
the sphere is compact.

Our idea is to map the sphere onto a space on which we can do wavelet
analysis, in a way which maps rotations along the Euler angles to transla-
tions. Since this space must possess dilations and can thus not be compact,
our map can obviously not preserve measures. In this section, we choose
this space to be the infinite cylinder R x II, while in the next section we will
choose it to be the plane,

Let p = (0,¢) and g = (7, ¢) denote the two poles on the sphere, respec-
tively, and define a diffeomorphism IT : §2\{p,q} — R x II by

I1(8, ) = (cot 8, ¢).
Then I1 induces an isomorphism II between L2(52) and L2(R x IT) which is
given by

((e.9) = gy St 2.9
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for f € L?(S?). Conjugating twodirectional translations on the cylinder as
well as unidirectional dilations in direction of its axis with the map Il we
obtain corresponding translation operators ’f‘( 2d) = ﬁ‘lT(zmﬁ and dilation
operators in longitudinal direction, Dy = I~ 1 D4II on L?(8?). In fact, one
easily computes that

csc3/2 6

Teofi0.9) = gy (et (otb=2) 0 —9)  (31)

and
cscd/2 g
fcot? 8 + a2k]3/4

for f € L?(S§%),k € Z,z € Rand 0 < ¢ < 2, where a # 0 is a fixed dilation
parameter.

From theorem 2 we see directly that tight frame generators exists, and
we formulate this observation as a theorem:

flcot™Ha* cot 8), p) (3.2)

(D F)(8, ¢) = |al*

Theorem 3. Leta be a dilation parameter with |a| # 0,1. Then there exists
a tight frame generator w in L?(8?%) for the wavelet transform associated with

the operators T, and Dy, defined in (3.1) and (3.2).

4. FRAMES ON THE SPHERE GENERATED BY OMNIDIRECTIONAL
DILATIONS

In order to map the sphere onto the Euclidean plane, we slice it along a
meridian M = {(8,0) € 52 :0 < @ < 7} and flatten and stretch it. That is,
we use the diffeomorphism T' : $2\M — R? given by

r0,¢) = (cot9,2cot§).

The corresponding isomorphism T from L?(5%) onto L?(R?) is

~ 2
CNEY = rpr e T 7

cot ™!z, 2cot™? g )

and it gives rise to translation operators Ty = "7, acting on L%(S5?)
through

csc®2 6 esc (£)
[(cot 8 — z1)? + 1]3/4 [(cot (£) - 522)2 + 1]1/2
f (cot_l(cotfi — z), 2cot™! (cot (;) - %) ) (4.1)

for f € L?(5?) and 7 = (21, 22) € B, Dilations are now determined by an
invertible 2 x 2 matrix A giving rise to omnidirectional dilations

Dy =T"1DT (4.2)

(Tzf)(8,¢) =
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in L?(S8?). If we choose the matrix A to be diagonal, A = diag({a1,az), then
the dilations (4.2) simply become

csc®2 9 csc (%)
[cot? 8 + a2%]** [cot? (£) + a2¥]"/?
“lya—k -1{ —k b
f ( cot” " (a7 " cot 8), 2cot (a2 cot (E)) )
for f € L?(5%) and k € Z.
From theorem 2 we obtain again:

Theorem 4. Let A € GLy(R) be a dilation matriz with |det(A)| # 1. Then
there exists a tight frame generator w in L%(8?%) for the wavelet transform
associated with the operators Tz and Dy defined in (4.1) and (4.2).

(Def )0, 0) = |ar]* |ag|*/?

5. SMOOTH FRAME GENERATORS

Ideally, one wishes frame generators to possess nice properties. They
should be smooth and compactly supported, or at least vanish rapidly at
infinity. We now show that given a proper contraction matrix, there exist
tight frames generators on the plane which are in the class of Schwartz
functions. Then we show that the corresponding frame generators on the
sphere are smooth.

Theorem 5. Let A € GLy(R) be a dilation metriz whose eigenvalues all lie
in the open unit disk. Then there exists a tight frame generator w € L?(R?)
with 1 € CP(R2). In particular, w is in the class of Schwartz functions.

Proof. Using the real Jordan form of A, one sees that AF is equivalent to

exactly one of
A0 pLEN St AcoskS Asinkf
0 uf|’ 0 Az |° % |_XsinkB AcoskB

with 0 < |A|,|#| < 1. Fix a number o such that ||, |u| < a < 1. It is easy
to see that there exists an integer k, such that

14* <o VE2k (5.1)
Now since A is invertible, there exists a constant ¢;, 0 < ¢; < 1 such that
all¥ll < IFAl (5.2)
for all 4. Let us set
S={FeR*: a1 <7l <1}
and
S.={7eR?:c;—e <7 £1+¢€}

for some fixed €, 0 < € < ¢y.
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Note that the orbit of each 7 # 0 intersects the annulus 5. In fact, since

lim yA¥* =0  and lim ||5A¥| = o (5.3)
k——o0

k—oo

there exists a largest k = k; such that ||¥A*| > 1. Then by (5.2),
a < al| AR < |FARTY < 1

Now pick a function f € C°(R?) whose support is contained in the larger
annulus S, and such that |f(¥)| > m >0 for ¥ € S. Set

a{ = _IfGA?  (7#0)
keZ

By (5.1) and (5.3) we see that for each ¥, there exists a neighborhood on
which this sum is finite and that

m<o(¥)< M

for some M > 0 and all § # 0. In particular, 0 € C*(R?). It follows that
the inverse Fourier transform of

&)
W(y) = o ()

=2
“th
o

<

-2
I

<

is the desired tight frame generator. a

Theorem 6. Let A € GL3(R) be a dilation matriz whose eigenvalues all lie
in the open unit disk. Then there ezists a tight frame generaior w in L%(5%)
which is infinitely differentiable.

Proof. Let w be as constructed in theorem 5. Since I is a diffeomorphism,
the function 45 := I'~1a is a tight frame generator for L?($?) which actually
lies in C°(52\M).

By induction, one easily shows that any partial derivative D of @ on
S\ M is a finite linear combination of functions

giti
T Bij (cot 8,2cot (£))

for some non-negative integers p, g, 7, 3. Thus if ® € M is arbitrary, we have
for each such v,

(8, ) = (csc 8)P/%(cot §)7/2 (csc (529))" (cot (5,:,3))“r

li g,
o ")
_ 2 p/t.g/2 {yo+4 rf2 @Y
i@ e (2 )V s

w(z,y) =0

because w is a Schwartz function. Thus

lim D#(f, ) =
ol (6, ) =0
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and we can extend all derivatives D@ to the whole of the sphere by assigning
a value of zero on M. Again, since w is a Schwartz function we have for
each 8 with 0 < 8 < 7 and ¢ # 0,

rj/2 i
(@R e (BT e (e, )
= lim parr =0
o0t p Y—oo cot™y

and similarly,

6 2n —
im Y020 o

=0, and lim v(6, ¢)
p—a2r— 2T — g0+ 8

G- T™—0 =0

so that we can in fact consider % an element of C*(8?), all of whose deriva-
tives vanish on M. O

6. DISCRETE FRAMES

In practical applications it is easier to work with infinite sums than with
integrals. We therefore would like to discretize the continuous frames con-
structed above. We begin by answering this question in LZ(R").

A function w € L?(R") is called discrete tight frame generator if there
exists a lattice A € R® so that

1F2 =3 3 |< £, DiTyw > (6.1)

kEZ [ean

for all f € L?(R™). The reconstruction formula (2.2) then becomes a strongly
convergent infinite sum [7]

F=Y. 3" Wfk,l) DyTyw.
kEZ Tea
Applying the Fourier transform, (6.1) is equivalent to

112 =3 3 |< fo Dot >

keZ feA

for all f € L2(R").
The next theorem is a generalization of the one dimensional situation
discussed in [7].

Theorem 7. Let A € GL,(R) be a dilation matriz, and w € L4(R") a tight
frame generator. Set

§={FeR :a(f) #0}.
If there exists 7 > 0 so that SN S + r1i is a set of measure zero for all
m € Z™\{0} then

Y 3 |<F DB >| =0

k€Z meim
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forall f € Lg(@), where b = % That is, { DTy b2 w} is a discrete frame
for L3(R™).

Proof. TFor each k € Z, set

Fe(¥) = Y, f(F-rR)A )b (§ - r)

mei™

Thus F}, is periodic; indeed for all I € Z" we have

Fe(G—rl) = > f((F—rl —rm)A*)d(F - rl — riid)
mein

= 3 HGF-r@+@)A*)Ya(F —r( +m))

Set I, = (—%,%]". Then Fyx € L'(I;). In fact, since e = Uz (Ir — rii)

we have
[ m@idr= [ |5 G- rmat) i )| &
I I lmezn

< D IA(G-rmATR)] [ - rit)| dF

If' Tﬁezn

- /ﬁ FFA) [8(7)] d7 < oo

because f,w € Lz(@). In a similar way we have for m € Z",

_ / F((7 — D) A+ ) D7 = T) 2in=rl)om g3
I

= [ Rmervn gy (6.2
I,
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As the collection {+/bre?" Tt . -, forms an orthonormal basis {em bezn
for L?(I,), we have

> | A a|

1‘

2

/ Fk bn 21,7r'y bm d"y
Ezﬂ. f‘

= b_n Z |< Fk1eﬁl >|2
MELTR

meEZn

1
= || F.ii®
Ay
1 - -
= 5 /| 1RO ¢ (6.3

provided that Fj € L?(I,) as well. In this case, by (6.2) and (6.3},

>N '< f D_4E_puti >‘

kEZ mcE™

DYDY

kCZ meL™

=36k )

kel meZn

=>4 kpn / |Fi (¥

2
FEABRET o

Rn

2
[ F ,Y)EQWM i d’]r'

keZ
2
=Y okpm f S HE-rm) A )BT - )| d¥
kcZ I mekn
=S sk / (Zf 7 —rl)A k}tﬁ('?—rf))
keZ AL
( Y S5 - rm)Ak )tﬁ('?—rﬁa)) &y
meznr
=Yoo 3 [ fa - — )
keZ fezn” "
(Z f((-rm)A )ww—rrﬁ)) dy
meLn
=y &k / FEA™ () (Zf ¥ - rim)A- k)w(i—rm)) dy
kEeZ meEL?
= o [ fGAT AT ) A B (5 - ) a7

keZ meLn®
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Now by the assumption on the set S, the terms in the inner sum are zero
a.e. for M # 0, so that the above becomes

>3 |< fi DB i >‘2

kCEmeZn
=S sk [ 1GAR (P

keZ
=Y [P oA &7
kEZ
= [ Ifme (Z Iw('rA’“)F) &7 = b P
keZ

by theorem 1. Going backwards, we conclude that the interchange of summa-
tion and integration in the above computations is justified and that indeed
F, € L*(1,). Thus, b2w is a discrete tight frame generator. O

Corollary 1. Let A € GLy(R) be a dilation matriz whose eigenvalues all
lie in the open unit disk. Then there ezists a discrete tight frame generator
w € L2(R2) which lies in the class of Schwartz functions.

Proof. Let w € C° denote the tight frame generator for L2(R?) constructed
in the proof of theorem 5. Since supp(w@) lies inside a bounded set, the
assumptions of theorem 7 are satisfied. a

Conjugating with the map I' above we obtain:

Corollary 2. Let A € GLy(R) be a dilation matriz whose eigenvalues all
lie in the open unit disk. Then there exists a discrete tight frame generator
w € L*(8?) associated with the translations T— and Dk defined in (4.1) and
(4.2) and which is infinitely differentiable.

We note that we can show that in the case where A has one eigenvalue
of absolute value one, or where A is a one-dimensional dilation as discussed
in section 3, discrete tight frame generators w still exist. However, their
Fourier transforms @ do no longer vanish at infinity, so that these functions
are not smooth, and we therefore do not provide details.

7. CONCLUSION

We have introduced two types of continuous tight frames on the sphere,
one type associated with one-dimensional dilations, and a general type asso-
ciated with two-dimensional dilations by making use of the tools of wavelet
analysis on the real line and the plane, respectively. The latter admits a large
number of smooth tight frame generators in L2(8%), and using a periodiza-
tion technique we were able to discretize these frames. A multiresolution
analysis in the plane can easily be transfered onto the sphere by the map



CONTINUQUS AND DISCRETE FRAMES ON THE SPHERE 15

we have introduced. In addition, we can obtain frame generators which are
well localized on the sphere.

The disadvantage of this scheme is that by mapping translations in the
plane to rotations on the compact sphere, the rate of rotations decreases with
increasing translation parameter. Thus, this method is well suited only for
analyzing small-scale features on a well-localized domain. In order to analyze
small-scale features over the whole sphere one may need to operate with a
family of such frames, obtained by placing the cut M at various locations
across the sphere.
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