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Sagittal Otoliths of Thai Marine Fishes in Order Perciformes
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‘Environmental Bioicgy Program, School of Biology, Institute of Science, Suranaree University
of Tecknology, Nakhon Raechasima 3G0C0, Thailand. E-mail: suwitjit@hotmail.com
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The sagittal oteliths 0f 22 fish species § families of Perciformes from the
coastal ¢f Trailand were investigated and photograpned by a scanning electron
microscepe. Normally shape of sagitta is oval or obiong, large and robust, while
the suicus acusticus is heterosuicoid rype with ostial opening, The differences in
morphotogy of sagitial otoliths rom these {ishes can be useful “or smdying fish
biology, identification af fish species from reccvered sagittal otoliths in feces and
stomach contents of precators or in archaeological deposits and for studying of
food hapits of predators. The similarity in morphology of sagittae mav relate tc
phylogeretic closeness among the species and could be useful for phylogenic
study.
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