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CAIl HUI : DEVELOPMENT OF AN E-DICTIONARY-BASED
ENHANCERS FOR VOCABULARY LEARNING MODEL FOR ENGLISH
AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE STUDENTS. THESIS ADVISOR :

SARIT SRIKHAO, Ph.D., 208 PP.

E-DICTIONARY/ENHANCEMENT TECHNIQUE/VOCABULARY LEARNING

This study aims to examine 1) the effect of an E-dictionary-Based Enhancers for
Vocabulary Learning Model on helping students learn the meaning of target words, 2) the
effect of the model on helping them learn the written forms of these words, 3) the effects
of the forewarned T/F comprehension test, one of the enhancers, on helping them learn
the unknown words besides target words, 4) the relationship between learners’ lookup
frequency and learners’ vocabulary learning achievement, and 5) students’ satisfaction to
the EBEVOL Model (implemented by a vocabulary instruction program).

One hundred graduate first-year students participated in the experiment which
was in a form of a test in two-language labs at a provincial university in Guizhou
Province of China. They were assigned to an experimental group and a control group
according to their scores on the nationwide standardized matriculation English test for
graduate students. The experimental group was enhanced by a bilingual dictionary
while the control group was provided with no dictionary. The study was carried out in
two phases in order to give a holistic picture to the effects of the EBEVOL Model on
vocabulary learning. Two vocabulary tests and a five-scaled Likert questionnaire were
given to the participants immediately after instruction in Phase One. In Phase Two, a
month later, two delayed vocabulary tests and an open-ended questionnaire were

administered. Descriptive frequency, independent samples t-test, and bivariate



correlation were applied to analyze quantitative data and content analysis was applied
to qualitative data.

The results revealed that significant differences of 0.05 were found between
the experimental group and the control group in learning both the meaning of new
words. The results also demonstrated that the model helped the subjects in the
experimental group learned 38.15% of the written form and 57.59% of the meaning of
the twelve target words immediately after the treatment and remembered 26.67% of
the written form and 43.24% of the meaning of them after one month. The EBEVOL
Model was proved effective for vocabulary learning. In the observation of the
participants’ lookup behavior, however, no significant correlation was found between
their lookup frequency and learning of the target words. Eighty two point two percent
of the participants in the experimental group showed their preference towards the
experiment program. This study suggests that the EBEVOL Model may be applied in

the TEFL practice as a vocabulary-learning tool to help learners learn vocabulary.
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