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The current case study was mainly to investigate in depth the teacher’s
questioning behavior and students’ CT in the college EFL reading classroom in the
Chinese context. The first purpose was to explore the common features including
frequencies of teacher’s questions and the second one was to ascertain whether the
teacher’s questions could facilitate learners’ CT.

The cognitive domain of Bloom’s taxonomy was adapted as the theoretical
framework for the present study. The data were collected by using classroom
observation, teacher’s retrospection, and semi-structured interview. The observation
lasted totally 20 hours. A teacher’s questioning behavior was observed and 17
students were interviewed.

The results regarding common features of teacher’s questions showed 1)
among 288 content-related questions, both lower-cognitive questions (LCQ) and
higher-cognitive questions (HCQ) were raised by the teacher; 2) quantitatively, the

teacher proposed much more LCQ (79.2%) than HCQ (20.8%). Additionally, the



results regarding teacher’s questions and students’ CT revealed that 1) the limited use

of HCQ could limit the extent to develop students’ CT; 2) teacher’s questions could
not facilitate students’ CT under investigation. Furthermore, the misuses of HCQ were
also identified: lacking of a chain of reasoning and unclear questioning instructions.
The findings were directly beneficial to other research studies aiming at developing

students’ CT through teachers’ questioning.
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