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Abstract

Focused on internationally-coatroversial cases of human right violations of Thai sex
workers in Japan in the 1990s, the Human Rights Watch (HRW 2000a) criticized both Thai and
Japancese governments for their ineffective, untimely solution and prevention efforts to address
the problems. HRW cited series of international laws and conveaticns to support their Western-
based universal judgements on this buraan rights issue. While reactions to this HRW report from
the Thai government are stil! unavailable to the public, the Japancse counterpart has promptly
rejected the HRW’s findings and recommendations through a press release statement, issued by
d.ie Japan Embassy in Bangkok oo October 26, 2000, The Japanese government states that human
tights violations among Thai sex workers in Japan have rooted in severe economic mequality and
poverty in Thailand. Tn other words, the Japanese government told the world that human rights
violations of Thai sex workers in Japan are definitely not Japan’s problem.

The authors point oul in this paper that both HRW™s and Japanese povernment’s views
are rather shetorically partial and problematic. They failed o understand problems concerning
human rights violations from culturally-bounded and specific perspectives. They tended io
neglect sociocultiral complexity and dynamism in both countries, cspecially contemporary
gender roles, tensions in sexuai relations, and discourse of fantasized Japan among the Thais. The
authors argue that a fuller view of this human rights problem sbould address issues of (1)
Japansse older men’s temsion and frustration conceming gender and sexusl relations in
conteraporary Japan; (2) Thai women's extraordinary moral commitments as *bread winners™ to
their families; and (3) the Thais* craze of Japan’s image as the “dangerous, but risk-worthy” land
of gold mine, which has been widely reproduced, circulated, and adopted in Thailand.

Keywords: buman rights, Thai sex workers in Japan, discourse of Japan in the Thai
public, gender fension and frustration in Japan, cultwal construction of Thai women’s gender

roles.



