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CLINACANTHUS NUTANS/CHLOROPHYLL/PHEOPHY TIN/PHEOPHOBIDE

The leaves of Clinacanthus nutans have long been traditionally used in Thailand
as an anti-inflammatory drug for the treatment of insect bites, herpes infection and
allergic responses. The chloroform crude extract separated by column
chromatography and further purified by preparative layer chromatography gave three
pure compounds. Structures of isolated compounds were elucidated on the basis of
spectral analysis, including DEPT, COSY, NOESY, HSQC and HMBC. Three
isolated compounds were identified as chlorophyll a and chlorophyll b related, they
are 132—hydr0xy—(132—S)—pheophytin b, purpurin 18 phytyl ester, and pheophobide a,

which are new compounds and not previously reported in this species.
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